: mr:e they were spottedfund ~
srgned by Island Records last
year, Claytown Troupe have

loured with The Cult, released a wicked

debut album, "lhruuglr The Veil’, and

_ attracted a hardcore following. They are
not, however, your usual poutmg, posmg

bunch of mean-men.
rock'n’mother***king rollers. Insteud of
pourmg forth the nge old cliches oflove

expound matters of a somewhat
eeper nature, and much of this stems

_ from vocalist Christian Riou’s persona .
interests. Since he could read he’s been
collecting comics, and has also huiltup

. mammoth hoard of Red Indran lhrngs
over the yeurs -

= So, let's start with the comics fixation.

_ What's a nice huy like Christian doing
~ reading 2000A
~_ this begin?

ng 2000AD ever
in1977. Originally | -

had a few English comics from the :
thirties. | remember one in particular, it

 wos all about joining the air forceand
- going off to India, but | can’t remember
~ what it was called. | haven’t seen them

for ten years, but it was something like

_ Boy's Trousers, | must have been almost

seven when | picked those up. In about
1974 The Observer ran a piece on old
English.comics and | remember readi
and think Oh |'ve got some of

- Nlong 1 udge Dredd und 30's
urr—mnruuders, he’s got American Indian

artifacts all over the place as well. .
~ "I collect anything. | hoard. I'vegot

Iouds of stuff, cuddly toys included, I've

always collected things and 2000AD was

something | could collect in my teens,
rather than spots. It's not so much the

- fuct that they're worth something, as just
- having something from the past. | like old :

,lhmgs —old houses old musrc old

 What ubo‘\ superheroes then, how

‘much relevance do they hold in the light

lo Jones, Hearthreak Soup and Alan
* Moore's latest boby, Big Numbers? Or.

have interpretations such as Frank
ller's Dark. nght reformed the

stereotypical vision of the sub-humun -

wurlord"_ :

1ll have in the band for some reason! =
t's all to do with doing whatever you
like without getting damaged. The saciety

_ dream is to he able to do what you want
_and no one can stop you, and you wantto .

-~ do'it for good reasons as well. Iulwuys
‘wanted o be good but occasrorrully v

icked sodtoo!
- "l don’t really analyse comrcs too :

much though | just float along with them

and get into the characters. | just enjoy -

. the stories for what they are”.

- and when didall

- what shall

 With Claytown Trouueslutestﬁsmgle', .
. ‘Real Life’ sporting a sleeve inked by i

none other than Dredd artist Will
Simpson, it's not difficult to detect the ,

. comics connection with Christian’s work,
~ although he doesn’t play on it too hard.
- Hestill buys 2000AD every week, ‘witha
- vengeance”, o itlooks os if his next o

purchase might have to- be o wurehouse . k

 forstorage purposes!

His mother’s house probubly won't
hold much more, not to mention his own:
living space. It does ifdeeper than the

ere owning of-u few housand oblects :

» ~‘lhough and recently the smger |ent hrs
 Voice fo the cause. »

“| sang on a record with some

 Cheyenne indians and it went out on
_ video by satellite to about 150 countries,

that was a bit weird! ltwasan .~

~anti-polluting the world type record -
. which meant it was good for me. On the
one hand people say — Oh that's a bit

hippy, a bit feed the world, but it's like,
i we sing about then, sexand
drugs and rock'n‘roll? You don’ 't sing

about those things, you do those things.

And it's like the world political angle, you
n't sit around talking about it, you go

- and do something about it. 'm a singer,
~ sothat's what | did, if it's something
~ relevant, I'll doit. I've been offeredtobe
taken to a Cheyenne reservation whenwe

go to America by the manager of the quy
1 did the record with, so that'll be gre t;

~ I've only been to New York before.”

~ Christian identifies with the R
Indian issue slrongly because he‘s

. parallels with his own Celtic origins
. buried within the belief syslem Both
cultures have a special bond with the

earth, the sun and the moon, and the | k
of freedom in time and space figures
prommently also, That is why, thin

_ Christian, people are so fuscmuted
~ the vision of the Indian.

_ “Everyonie would like tu be. 1ree Its
the dream of the happy hunting ground.

- The original Indian philosophies were
. verycloseto ours when we were
cavemen, with sun gods and the earth
- goddess. | studied the Celtic thing for -
_some time, my dad speaks loads of Ce tic

nguuges and my uncle’s @ umversny

ihund becoming pulmcully uctrve in uny o
eat way, Indian emblems have sneaked -

their way into the Troupe’s camp; as has -
ics theme. Their backdrop isa

n design and their t-shirts featurea

dancing Indian which was taken from o

_ Chieyenne design in a book. As Christian
says, Claytown ¢ are more concerned wrth -

the spiritual side of life ruther than -

- what'sin their trousers. .~~~ .
“The American Indion beliefisa =~
nature thing, it's in your bones. It affects

people and this is what my lyricsare.
‘about. | find it very important not to sing
about cliches but about those sort of

- lhmgs
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